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* Dr, Barrows was the ablest lieutenant Mr. 0. Boney
could have melected to carry out successfully his great plan
of the Congresses at the World’s fair, and it is now a matter
of history how one of those Congresses soored a unigue
distinction, under the leadership of Dr. Barrows.

1t was the great courage, unmtiring industry, unruffied
patience and never failing courtesy of Dr. Barrows that made
the Parliament a grand success.

India, its people and their thoughts, have been brought
moru prominently before the world than ever before, by that
wonderfnl gathering at Chicago, and that national benefit we
certainly owe to'Dr. Barrows more than to any other man at
that meeting.

Moreover he comes to us in the sacred nanie of religion,

iu the name of one of the great teachers of mankind, and | am
sure, his exposition of the system of the Prophet of Nazareth
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would pe extremely liberal and elevating. The Christ-power
this man intends to bring to India, is not that of the
intolerant ; dominant superior with heart full of contempt
for everything else but its own self, but that of a brother
who craves for a brother’s place as a co-worker of the
various powers, already working in India. Above all, we
must rememper that gratitude and hospitality are the
peculiar characteristics of Indian humanity, and as such,
1 would beg my countrymen to behave in such a manner,
that this stranger from the other side of the globe, may find
thatin the midst of all our misery, our poverty and
degradation, the heart beats as worm as of yore,’'when the
‘wealtt of lnd’ was the proverb of nations, and India was
the land of the ‘Aryas’.”
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Barrows 8o unqualifiedly denounces Vivekananda as a liar
und for that reason charges him with intent to avoid him at
Madras, I regret, for his own good, that Dr. Barrows shonld
have ommitted all mention of the Swami Vivekananda's
widely circulated letter of welcome urging npon the Hindus,
Whatever their views of Dr, Barrows message concerning
their and his own religion might be, to offer 2 hospitality of
thought and greeting worthy the kindness extended to the
Eastern delegates at Chicago by Dr. Barrows and Mr. Bonney.
Those letters cirgulated at the time when the Indian nation
was preparing & welecome unprecedented for warmth and
enthusiasm to the munk, contrast markedly with Dr.
Barrows recent utterances in California, on his own home-
coming, concerning Vivekananda, and bring the two men
betore the indian public for their judgment.”
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Behold, the dark clouds melt away,

That gathered thick at night, and hung

So like a gloomy pall, above the earth |

Before thy magic touch, the world

Awakes. The birds in chorus sing.

The flowers raise their star-like crowns,

Dew-set, and wave thee wslcome fair,

The lakes are opening wide in love,

Their hundred thousand lotus-eyes,

To welcome thee, with all their depth,

All hail to thee, Thou Lord of Light |

A welcome new to thee, to-day,

Oh suny To-day thou sheddest Liderty /
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St facastaw |

Bethink thee how thee world did ‘wait,

And search for thee, through time and clime.

Some gave up home and love of friends,

And went in quest of thee, self-banished,

Through dreary oceans, through primeval
forests,

Each step a struggle for their life or death,

Then came the day when work bore fruit,

And worship, love and sacrifice,

Fulfilled, accepted and complete,

Then thou, propitious, rose to shed

The light of Freedom on mankind.

Move on, Oh Lord, in thy resistless path |

Till thy high noon o’erspreads the world,

Till every land, reflect thy light ;

Till men and women, with uplifted head,

Behold their shackles broken, and

Know, in springing joy, their life renewed |
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“Dear Swami Vivekananda, .

1 thust you remember me as a fellow-traveller on your
voyage from Japan to Chicago, 1 very much recall at this

SR



ctn e

moment your views on the growth of the ascetic spirit in
India, and the duty, not of destroying, but of diverting it
. into useful channels,

1 recall these ideas in comnection with my scheme of
Research Instituto of Seience for India, of which yon have
doubtless heard or read. 1t seems to me that no better use
can be made of the ascetic spirit than the cstablishment
of monasteries or residential halls for men dominated by
this spirit, where they should live with ordinary decency,
and devote their lives to the cultivation of sciences—
natural and humanistic. I am of opinion that if such a
crusade in favour of an asceticism of this kind were
undertaken by a competent leader, it would greatly help
asceticism, science and the good name of our common
country ; and 1 .know not who would make a more fitting
general of such u campaign than Vivekanands. Do you
think you would care to apply yourself to the mission
of galvanising into life our ancient traditions in this
respect ? Perliaps you had better begin with a fiery
pamphlet rousing our people in this matter. 1 should cheer-
fully defray all the expenses of publication.”

23 Nov. 1898, } With kind regards, I am, Dear Swarni

Esphnade House, Yours faithfuily,
Bombay. Jamsetji M. Tata.
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“The impression made by the Swami’s teaching has
veen most profound. The impress of his briliiant and
distinguished persona ity—what he is—is not less profound,
but even deeper than his spoken word. Strange and
electrifying to us to see the face of the warrior-thinker
leap like » sword from its scabbard as the child-likeness
of the Master's countenance falls away under the power
ot the spirit! Dear and beautiful it is to sec his absolute
kindliness to all with whom he comes into contact, hir
admnirable simplicity of manner, and his charming humility ;
and strange and lovely to our unaccustomed ears is the
music of his words, his wonderful eloquence in a foreign
tongue, for the Swami Vivekananda is more than teacher,
wmaster, philogsopher ; he is a ‘poet from the land of

poetry.”
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“The interest in his doctrine has been steadily increasing
—even reaching the hopeful limit of a mild martyr-
dom of pnlpit depunciation !——and though it is yet early
to prophesy results, it seemns safe to say that the en-
thusiasm thus awakened is of a permanent character.....
He regards the Californian atwmosphere, from its dis-
tinctive climate and racial conditions, as being pcculiarly
well-fitted to the student of truth—the State, perhaps
therefore, a comif centre of Oriental thoughtt Strange
if ibe wedding of Bast and West were here to cowe,
that nice balance of ideal and material, by which the mnoble
conception of a Upiversal religion should be made
possible 1........."
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